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A world in transition: Two millennia of economic power
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century, most notably with China’s increase

The share of global gross domestic product (GDP) has shifted away from Western peaks in the mid-20th century toward Asia since the early 21st
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Source: Groningen Growth and Development Centre, CC-by 4.0 (MPD version 2023: Bolt, Jutta and Jan Luiten van Zanden (2024), "Maddison style estimates of the evolution of the world economy: A new
2023 update', Journal of Economic Surveys, 1-41. DOI: 10.1111/joes.12618); BofA Global Research
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Across 2,000 years of history, the world’s economic center of gravity has shifted repeatedly — from India’s and China’s early
dominance; to Europe’s rise in the 1800s; to the US emerging as the world’s largest economy in the 20th century. These
transitions often followed major geopolitical or financial turning points.

Today’s landscape is again defined by major structural changes: renewed focus on affordability, rapid advances in Al, and a
broader shift from services back toward manufacturing. Together, these trends underscore how global leadership and economic
influence continue to evolve over time.


https://institute1.bofa.com/C?q=XZTP4BobVKM&t=ada
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These materials have been prepared by Bank of America Institute and are provided to you for general information purposes only. To the extent these materials reference Bank of
America data, such materials are not intended to be reflective or indicative of, and should not be relied upon as, the results of operations, financial conditions or performance of Bank
of America. Bank of America Institute is a think tank dedicated to uncovering powerful insights that move business and society forward. Drawing on data and resources from across
the bank and the world, the Institute delivers important, original perspectives on the economy, sustainability and global transformation. Unless otherwise specifically stated, any
views or opinions expressed herein are solely those of Bank of America Institute and any individual authors listed, and are not the product of the BofA Global Research department or
any other department of Bank of America Corporation or its affiliates and/or subsidiaries (collectively Bank of America). The views in these materials may differ from the views and
opinions expressed by the BofA Global Research department or other departments or divisions of Bank of America. Information has been obtained from sources believed to be
reliable, but Bank of America does not warrant its completeness or accuracy. These materials do not make any claim regarding the sustainability of any product or service. Any
discussion of sustainability is limited as set out herein. Views and estimates constitute our judgment as of the date of these materials and are subject to change without notice. The
views expressed herein should not be construed as individual investment advice for any particular person and are not intended as recommendations of particular securities, financial
instruments, strategies or banking services for a particular person. This material does not constitute an offer or an invitation by or on behalf of Bank of America to any person to buy
or sell any security or financial instrument or engage in any banking service. Nothing in these materials constitutes investment, legal, accounting or tax advice.
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